
Dear Parents,

We have had a beautiful end of term 
helping us get ready for Christmas. I 
told the pupils today in the 
celebration assembly to remember 
the true meaning of Christ's coming. 
Our hearts are to be filled with 
kindness and spirit of service. We 
should remain alert to all the little 
opportunities in our everyday lives in 
which we can help the person near 
us. Family life is precious and this 
time of year is a time to stop and grow 
in gratitude appreciating each other.

We will start January with a very 
special Mass, celebrated by the 
Bishop of Salford, to say thank you for 
150 years of Bede's. So many lives 
have been transformed by the 
opportunity of coming to the College. 
We, now, have the responsibility to 
carry on the Bedian legacy to make 
the world better, more faithful and 
kind for generations to come.

I wish you all a very Happy and Holy 
Christmas!

Mrs Maria Kemp, Headteacher
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Save the Date!

Break up for 
Christmas

12 pm - 17th December

INSET Day
Tuesday 6th January

Pupils Return
Wednesday 7th January



MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM 
MRS HUNT & THE PREP!

As we conclude this term, we reflect on the 
wonderful festive events that have brought 
our community together. Our Christmas 
Dinner, Christmas Jumper Day, and the Prep 
Pantomime trip were delightful highlights. 
The Prep 3 Advent assembly was beautifully 
presented, while the Key Stage 2 Carol 
Service in our chapel was simply stunning. 
The Nativity performance by our Prep-Prep 
and Key Stage 1 children was utterly magical, 
reminding us all of the true meaning of 
Christmas. In a world filled with challenges, 
the messages of peace, hope, and love 
conveyed through our children are incredibly 
uplifting. 

We are grateful to our families for your 
generous donations towards our Christmas 
fundraising for Francis House Children’s 
Hospice. Your kindness, reflecting our 
December Virtue of Generosity, is truly 
appreciated and never taken for granted. 
Thank you for your continued support.

 With my very best wishes for a happy and 
blessed Christmas.

Mrs Claire Hunt, Head of Prep



THE SIXTH FORM
December has been a thoroughly 
enjoyable month in the Sixth Form. 
The festive season has brought a 
real sense of warmth and energy, 
with Christmas decorations 
brightening the Common Room 
and Secret Santa gifts being 
exchanged in good spirit. 

One of the standout moments of 
the month was the Nine Lessons 
and Carols service on 15th 
December. It was a memorable and 
uplifting occasion, and I was 
extremely proud of all those 
involved. The singers and readers 
delivered confident and polished 
performances, and it was lovely to 
see the students and parents who 
came along to support the event. 

The leavers’ Christmas dinner was 
another particularly special occasion. 
On the last day of term, when all other 
students had departed for the 
holidays, Upper Sixth students and 
staff came together to enjoy a 
traditional Christmas meal, 
accompanied by festive music and 
plenty of laughter. It was a fitting way 
to mark this important stage for our 
students who will sit their A levels in 
the summer. 

As the Christmas break begins, I 
would like to wish you and your 
families a peaceful and joyful 
Christmas. I hope the holiday 
provides an opportunity for rest, 
reflection and valuable time together, 
before we return in the new year 
refreshed and ready for the term 
ahead.

Dr Anne McMonagle, Head of Sixth 
Form



HANDMADE 
CHRISTMAS CARDS

TWELVE BOOKS OF 
CHRISTMAS

PREP SPORTS 
ROUND-UP

HISTORY IN THE 
MAKING PODCAST

GODSPELL

SAUVAGES AT HOME 
CINEMA

https://sbcm.co.uk/handmade-christmas-cards/
https://sbcm.co.uk/handmade-christmas-cards/
https://sbcm.co.uk/prep-twelve-books-of-christmas/
https://sbcm.co.uk/prep-twelve-books-of-christmas/
https://sbcm.co.uk/prep-sports-roundup/
https://sbcm.co.uk/prep-sports-roundup/
https://sbcm.co.uk/history-in-the-making-podcast-ep-1/
https://sbcm.co.uk/history-in-the-making-podcast-ep-1/
https://sbcm.co.uk/godspell-2025/
https://sbcm.co.uk/sauvages-at-home-cinema/
https://sbcm.co.uk/sauvages-at-home-cinema/


MFL CHRISTMAS 
CARDS

JAMAICA RELIEF 
EFFORT

LOWER FOURTH 
LLANDUDNO TRIP

UPPER FOURTH 
CHRISTMAS 

MARKETS

UPPER THIRD PANTO 
IN A DAY

DECEMBER FOOTBALL 
ROUND-UP

https://sbcm.co.uk/mfl-house-christmas-card-competition/
https://sbcm.co.uk/mfl-house-christmas-card-competition/
https://sbcm.co.uk/upper-fifth-students-support-jamaica-relief-effort/
https://sbcm.co.uk/upper-fifth-students-support-jamaica-relief-effort/
https://sbcm.co.uk/lower-fourth-llandudno-trip/
https://sbcm.co.uk/lower-fourth-llandudno-trip/
https://sbcm.co.uk/upper-fourth-christmas-markets/
https://sbcm.co.uk/upper-fourth-christmas-markets/
https://sbcm.co.uk/upper-fourth-christmas-markets/
https://sbcm.co.uk/upper-third-panto/
https://sbcm.co.uk/upper-third-panto/
https://sbcm.co.uk/december-football-round-up/
https://sbcm.co.uk/december-football-round-up/


PFA CHRISTMAS FAIR INDOOR ATHLETICS 
SUCCESS

PHOTOGRAPHY 
WORKSHOP

SCHOLARS’ DINNER   
2025

TALK ON LOCAL 
JOURNALISM THE BEDIAN LENS

https://sbcm.co.uk/christmas-fair-2025/
https://sbcm.co.uk/indoor-athletics-success/
https://sbcm.co.uk/indoor-athletics-success/
https://sbcm.co.uk/photography-workshop-at-the-impressions-gallery/
https://sbcm.co.uk/photography-workshop-at-the-impressions-gallery/
https://sbcm.co.uk/annual-scholars-dinner-2025/
https://sbcm.co.uk/annual-scholars-dinner-2025/
https://sbcm.co.uk/sixth-form-students-inspired-by-talk-on-local-journalism/
https://sbcm.co.uk/sixth-form-students-inspired-by-talk-on-local-journalism/
https://sbcm.co.uk/the-bedian-lens-150-years-in-focus/


REQUEST FOR CAREERS 
FAIR SPEAKERS

LOURDES 
FUNDRAISING

https://sbcm.co.uk/volunteer-at-our-university-and-careers-fair/
https://sbcm.co.uk/volunteer-at-our-university-and-careers-fair/
https://sbcm.co.uk/lourdes-fundraising-free-money/
https://sbcm.co.uk/lourdes-fundraising-free-money/








PREP STARS OF THE WEEK

PREP HOUSEPOINTS



PREP VIRTUE AWARDS
Students who best exemplified December’s virtue, Generosity



FATHER ALVARO’S 
DECEMBER MESSAGE
EVERY DAY IS ADVENT, EVERY DAY IS 
CHRISTMAS

By the time you receive this 
Newsletter, we will be only a week 
away from the great feast of 
Christmas. And yet, many of us will 
already have enjoyed a few 
Christmas parties, dinners and 
celebrations.

We are not very good at waiting. We 
often try to prepare for Christmas by 
celebrating it every day. And to some 
extent, this is understandable. Christ 
comes to us every day, quietly, like 
the Child of Bethlehem, in our work, 
in the people around us and their 
needs. If we welcome these daily 
‘comings’ with care and tenderness, 
our hearts are already on the way to 
being ready for Christmas.

But waiting is still essential in 
Christian life. It helps us appreciate 
and value what is to come. Advent 
invites us to wait—not passively, but 
with joyful expectation, a hope that 
moves us to action. So how can we 
prepare ourselves for Christmas?

By walking with the Holy Family and 
learning from them. In them we find 
a spirit of service, self-giving, and a 
love that is both parental and tender. 
We find an attitude of expectation 
that opens the heart to wonder—a 
heart ready to recognise the 
“Emmanuel”, God-with-us.

This is the attitude that builds our 
journey towards the 25th of 
December. But it is also the posture 
that forms our daily journey of faith. 
Christ comes to us every day, and so 
every day is an Advent of waiting for 
Him; and every day is a Christmas of 
welcoming Him.

I don’t want to finish without taking 
the opportunity to wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a blessed 2026, our 
150th Anniversary year—may it be 
filled with both spiritual and 
material blessings.

Fr Alvaro - College Priest 



Wednesday 17th December - College Breaks up for Christmas - 12:00pm

~ 2026 ~

Tuesday 6th January -  INSET Day

Wednesday 7th January - Pupils return to College & St Bede’s College’s 
150th Anniversary

Saturday 10th January - Entrance Exam

Friday 30th January - Whole College Open Morning

Friday 13th February - College Breaks up for Half Term

UPCOMING EVENTS


